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Mr. Thomson

Social Studies 10:

Community Research and Presentation

Few communities were developed at random. Most are in their particular location for a reason, including:

· it is near resources (oil, timber, gold, etc.)

· it was an easy place to build (flat, stable ground)

· it is along a transportation corridor (highway, railroad, harbour, etc)

· the area has natural features that are appealing for tourists (mountains, etc.)
Your job is to choose a community in Canada, and find out why it is where it is, and how it developed to the community it is today. You will then present this information to the class using a website creator (like Weebly), Prezi, or Power Point.

What to do:

1. Research your community on-line. Find out as much about its history as you can. This includes:

a. When and how did the community start?

b. What were and are the major employers in the community?

c. Why did people go to this place?

d. Where did people come from?

e. What is the physical geography of the area?

f. What types of natural resources are found there?

g. What is the community like today? What is the population? What do people do for a living? Etc.

Your research must be written in the form of notes. Sheets printed out from the internet then highlighted will not be counted for marks. Your research notes must be handed in.
2. Take this information and decide, overall, the main reasons a community developed in this place. 

3. Create a presentation on the topic. Your presentation might be organized as follows: 

a. Introduce the community as it looks today. Where is it? What is the population? What do people do for recreation and for work? 

b. Describe the physical geography of the area. Is it mountainous? Is it in a river valley? Is the area dry or wet? Is it on the coast? Etc.

c. Tell us what originally brought people to this place. 

d. Describe how the community has developed over time. How has it changed and grown since people first moved there. 

e. Tell us your overall conclusions on how the geography of the area affected the development of the community.

4. Conclusion:

a. Have you come up with a reasonable theory as to how the geography of the area affected the development (settlement and economy) of the community you researched? 

b. Have you explained your theory completely so that we can all understand?

c. Have you addressed all of the guiding questions?

Criteria Checklist:
What is important in a good project?
